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5th December, 1643. The Earl of Norwich came as Am-
bassador extraordinary: I went to meet him in a coach and
six horses, at the palace of Monsieur de Bassompibre,
where I saw that gallant person, his gardens, terraces, and
rare prospects. My lord was waited on by the master of
the ceremonies, and a very great cavalcade of men of
quality, to the Palais Cardinal, where on the 23d he had
audience of the French king, and the queen Regent his
mother, in the golden chamber of presence. From thence,
I conducted him to his lodgings in Rue St. Denis, and
so took my leave.

24th December, 1643. I went with some company to
see some remarkable places without the city: as the Isle,
and how it is encompassed by the Rivers Seine and the
Ouse. The city is divided into three parts, whereof the
town is greatest. The city lies between it and the Uni-
versity in form of an island. Over the Seine is a stately
bridge called Pont Neuf, begun by Henry III. in 1578,
finished by Henry IV. his successor. It is all of hewn
freestone found under the streets, but more plentifully at
Montmartre, and consists of twelve arches, in the midst
of which ends the point of an island, on which are built
handsome artificers' houses. There is one large passage
for coaches, and two for foot passengers three or four feet
higher, and of convenient breadth for eight or ten to go
abreast. On the middle of this stately bridge, on one
side, stands the famous statue of Henry the Great on
horseback, exceeding the natural proportion by much; and,
on the four faces of a stately pedestal (which is composed
of various sorts of polished marbles and rich moldings),
inscriptions of his victories and most signal actions are
engraven in brass. The statue and horse are of copper,
the work of the great John di Bologna, and sent from
Florence by Ferdinand the First, and Cosmo the Second,
uncle and cousin to Mary de Medicis, the wife of King
Henry, whose statue it represents. The place where it is
erected is inclosed with a strong and beautiful grate of
iron, about which there are always mountebanks showing
their feats to the idle passengers. From hence is a rare
prospect toward the Louvre and suburbs of St. Gertnains,
the Isle du Palais, and N6tre Dame, At the foot of this
bridge is a water-house, on the front whereof, at a great
height, is the story of Our Savior and the woman ofns of our blessed Savior's
